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MUSC AND DANCE FRAUANDALUS

The music of Tarik & Julia Banzi with their enisken
Al-Andalus is a fusion of folkloric beauty an
contemporary tension epitomizing our situation in tt
modern world. Forging a new music that challeng
traditionalists and leaves the adventurous wanti
more, the Banzi's have given a holistic treatment
the oldest, continuous tradition of art music, the
extraordinary Andalusian heritage. Not since mu
cultural, medieval aAndalus (c.7111492 a.d.) have
casidas, noubas, cantigas, Andalusian and flame
dance merged together with Jude®panish, ladinc
songs to corhine as living, breathing art forms.

Julia & Tarik Banzi Al-andalus
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The evocative lyricism the Banzi's achieve in a pas de deux, where the beauty of Tarik's oud plays off
Julia's guitar, where the fierggower of Virtudes vocals and sweetness of Rasgui's ney bounce off a long,
bowed violin line of Chekara underscored by arpeggiated harmonies of the guitar and punctuated by the
darbuka; these are the moments that made Tark and Julia Banzi catalysts fonuey creators rather

than players.

To see AAndalus play is a joy, and one that will make you look at all art with a different eye, and music
with a more readily challenged ear-Ahdalus's sonic genealogy draws framich array of root sources ;
Arabic, Castilian, Jewish, Romany, Jazz and African to create a refreshing, contemporary, contemplati
music. Performing with the likes of Paco de Lucia, Yehudi Menuhin & Michael Shrieve (Santana), teache
to the founders of Radio Tarifa,-Ahdalus's msic has cast a wide and lasting welirdfuence Most of

all, the Banzi's create music that will turn your head around, touch your heart and your soul.

Tarik & Julia Banzi present programs integrate a holistic approach to Andalusian music combinin
Andalsi', JudeeSpanish (Ladino) & Spanish Andalusian with contemporary compositions rooted in
Andalusian legacy that embrace the multicultural world we live in today.

It was the Banzi's who coined the term 'Contemporary Andalusian' (c. 1987) to describairtiugie
approach to Andalusian music.

Instrumentation

Tarik Banzioud (similar to renaissance lute), darbuka (clay drum), tar (percussion), ney (reed flute), oudL
(clay pot drum) vocals

Julia Banziflamenco guitar, percussion, viola

Virtudes Sancheaviulti-lingual vocals in Ladino, Spanish, Arabic, Urdu & Sanscrit
Noureddine Chekargkamanja (arabic violin), vocals

Maria Jose Francdlamenco & Andalusian dance

Zahra Banzimodern dance, balle#Andalusian fussion

BIOGRAPHIES

TARIK BANZAPanzi) (oud, ney, percussion) was born to one of the old Andalusian families of Tetouan
Morocco who trace their roots back to-Ahdalus. He grew up immersed in the Andalusian tradition.
Tarik later lived in Madrid, Spain throughout the 80's & mowedFrlamenco, Jazz, and Middle Eastern
music circles. Tarik formed the group-Ftihah with Jude®panish musicologist Dr. Javier Sanchez,
which has been recognized in Spain as the first group of Middle Eastern music. At the same time Tarik w
collaboratng and recording with flamenco masters such as Paco de Lucia, Manolo Sanlucar, Enrigu
Morente, Jorge Pardo & Carlos Benavent where Tarik introduced such mainstays into the flamenco sour
as the darbuka (clay or metal drum) and Udu (clay pot drum). IHatee80's Tarik & Julia formed the
group Amal together with Maria Ahmed, Rasgui Boujemaa. Tarik & Rasgui's students Fan &ng
Vicente Molina later went on to form the group Radio Tarifa. In addition to his musical leanings, Tarik i
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an accomplished isual artist who completed his Doctoral studies in Fine Arts at the Complutense
University of Madrid, Spain (Ph.D (a.b.d.). You can see some of his works on the w&askds the
artistic director, cefounder, and composer of Andalus.

JULIA BANZfflamenco guitar, viola, percussion) is a Colorado native who began her flamenco guitar
studies in San Francisco. She later relocated to Spain for a decade where she continued to challenge t
status quo as one of a very few female flamenco guitarists wdle. In Andalucia's Granada, Sanlucar de
Barameda, and later at Madrid's Amor de Dios studios, Julia has studied with some of Spain's fine:
guitarists including Isidro Mufioz, Manolo Sanlucar, David Serva, Felipe Maya & Rafael Morales. She la
immersedherself in Classical Arabic & Ladino music & language and Classical Andalusian Music. Julic
currently working on her Doctoral dissertation in Ethnomusicology Ph.D. (a.b.d.) at the University of
California at Santa Barbara (U.C.S.B.). Her MA thesis "Werdedalusian Orchestras of Tetouan,
Morocco" (02) is available through ProQuest Digital Dissertatfghd13956). She is also preparing a
book on her interviews and photographs with the late master of Andalusian music, el Maestro
Mohammed ben Arbi Temazani. Julia is honored to have been selected as a Rotary Ambassadorial
Scholar.

NOUREDDINE CHEKAMilinist/singer) Famous throughout Morocco, the Chekara's are among the
most faithful interpreters of AralAndalusian music. Through his musical collabioret with musicians
such as Yehudi Menuhin, Michael Lyman & Enrigue Morente, the famed Abdesadek Chekara ensemk
has long received international recognition. In addition to his participation as the youngest member in the
Chekara ensemble, Noureddine haeeh a professor of Andalusian music at the Tetuan Conservatory of
Music since 1983. Besides the learning he received at home, Noureddine studied with Mohammed L'art
Temmsamani, Mohammed Harazam, Mohammed ben Aid, Haj 'Abdelkrim Raiss, & Mohammed-El Brih
truly the giants of Moroccan Andalusian music.

Of equal importance is Noureddine's lifelong participation in the Sufi Zawitarkaqgiya, a religious
brotherhood recognized as one of the most influential Sufi orders connected to Andalusian music
traditions in Morocco. Sufism, like Buddhism, is a way of life. It develops an inner way to mystical uniol
with God. Noureddine's unfailing participation as a musician in the Zawia which connects with Goc
through Andalusian music has been a constant affirmationmafsic as something with profound
implications. Spirituality fills Noureddine, transmitting a calm and tranquil search, reaching out to bring us
closer to the divine.

VIRTUDES SANCH#ZRENQO(vocals) from Conil de la Frontera, Spain. Conil is locatedagtiecof
flamenco, southern Andalucia. She is part of a new wave of vocalists that is descending upon Andalusi:
folk music, ready to defend and to enrich different schools of cante. Her voice combines her Andalusial
heritage, flamenco, canto Lirico E$phas well as her classical vocal training she recieved later in life at
conservatories in Conil, Sevilla and Madrid. Marrying tradition and progress, this young cantora present
varied offerings with a capacity to look outward toward other terrains whilernasicality and sense of
rhythm project a clear intention to maintain Andalucia’s vitality by marrying tradition and progress with
skill and know how.

MARIA JOSE FRANCEtamenco dancgrMaria Jose Franco belongs to the contemporary young
Andalucian elite. She particularly earned her traces alongside Antonio El Pipa, but has now been tourir
with her own company for quite some time. Flamenco dancer Luis Moneo belongs to the legendary
Jereian gipsy family of which his brothers Juan "El Torta" Moneo and Manuel Moneo are tHabest
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representatives. His son Juan Moneo is a guitar player, completely influenced by the Jerezian style , with
very virtuoso technique and especially an extréyriatense perception.

The contrast between both can hardly be any bigger. Still, their Andalucian tour was one of that year"
most successful undertaking. Maria Jose Franco-&nélalus are now coming towards the North for a
limited series of concerts. T™ensemble is both original and viruoso. But above all, they ensure an
evening filled with heavenly music.

ZAHRA BANZtlance) is the youngest member ofAshdalus and was 'born dancing' Zahra was fortunate
to have spent her infancy in the studios of M&@glund & Co and begin formal studies at age four as a
classical ballet scholarship student at the Oregon Ballet Theatre (OBT) and later at Dance Unlimited
Santa Barbara, California.

Zahra spends her summers between Tangier, Morocco and at DADA, stuaiademy award filmstar,
dancer & choreographer Debbie Allen and Master Teacher Adrienne Dellas Thorton of the Debbie Alle
Dance Academy (home of the hit television series and reality show Fame). Zahra trained under Nin
Kolenskinov (Kirov Ballet) MigaArtuishkin and Alla Khaniashvili former principal dancers with the Bolshoi
Ballet, Stephen Smith and Karen McDonald (modern), Ava Bernstihgpjp Titus Fotso (African), Sarah
Anindo Marshall (Dunham) and Janson Samuels Smith (tap).

Discography

Alchemy (2006)

Vision (2002)

Genetic Memories (1999)
lllumination (1996)

Liman: For Whom? (1990)

http://www.andalus.com

Alandalusperforms new contemporary compositions rooted in the Andalusian leg&2yr programming
represents equally three palatable manifestations' of the Andalusian legacy: Andalusi’;Sjaieish
(Ladino), Flamenco musics as well as their antecedents (i.e. Flameniogpoasnt Indian music
influences).

In 2004, AlAndalus was honored to have performed for Queen Sophia of Spain, Lady Princess Haifa Al
Saud and was the only musical group selected for the festival @f@ghington DC. The same season they
performed atthe Smithsonian Museum, National Gallery, Embassies of Jordan & Egypt, Ford Center (LA)
New York, Canada, Festival 3 Culturas de Murcia, Toledo, Spain School of Translation & numerous
concerts in Sevilla as part Noches Mediteranm@Ayuntamiento de Séid).
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http://www.andalus.com/
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